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b 1343 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

The title was amended so as to read: 
‘‘A bill to amend title 38, United States 
Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to conduct a pilot pro-
gram to permit certain highly rural 
veterans enrolled in the health system 
of the Department of Veterans Affairs 
to receive covered health services 
through providers other than those of 
the Department.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall 

No. 578, I was unavoidably detained. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

VETERANS’ COMPENSATION COST- 
OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT ACT OF 
2008 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ALTMIRE). The unfinished business is 
the vote on the motion to suspend the 
rules and pass the Senate bill, S. 2617, 
on which the yeas and nays were or-
dered. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
FILNER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the Senate bill, S. 2617. 

This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 418, nays 0, 
not voting 15, as follows: 

[Roll No. 579] 

YEAS—418 
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing in the vote. 

b 1352 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
Senate bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 5977 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, DUNCAN 
HUNTER was mistakenly added to the 
list of cosponsors on H.R. 5977. I ask 
unanimous consent to have his name 
removed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oregon? 

There was no objection. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material regarding 
H.R. 3667. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona? 

There was no objection. 

f 

MISSISQUOI AND TROUT RIVERS 
WILD AND SCENIC RIVER STUDY 
ACT OF 2008 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1419 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 3667. 

b 1354 
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3667) to 
amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
to designate a segment of the 
Missisquoi and Trout Rivers in the 
State of Vermont for study for poten-
tial addition to the National Wild and 
Scenic Rivers System, with Mr. 
SALAZAR in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 

rule, the bill is considered read the 
first time. 

The gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
GRIJALVA) and the gentleman from 
Utah (Mr. BISHOP) each will control 30 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arizona. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield myself as much time as I may 
consume. 

H.R. 3667, the Missisquoi and Trout 
Rivers Wild and Scenic River Study 
Act, was introduced by our colleague 
from Vermont, Representative WELCH. 
This bill would amend the Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act to authorize the Na-
tional Park Service to study specific 
sections of the Missisquoi and Trout 
Rivers in Vermont for their potential 
inclusion into the National Wild and 
Scenic Rivers System. 

I want to thank our colleague from 
Vermont, Congressman WELCH, for his 
hard work on this measure. This is a 
good piece of legislation, which will 
help showcase the natural heritage of 
Vermont. 

We are coming upon the 40th anniver-
sary of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
in October. It’s important to celebrate 
the legacy of this act, the preservation 
of some of our wildest rivers and the 
safeguarding of our scenic waterways 
for generations to come, and to ac-
knowledge the essential role that stew-
ardship and a conservation ethic play 
in the management of our Nation’s riv-
ers and streams. 

The Missisquoi is a tributary of Lake 
Champlain, located in northern 
Vermont. The Trout is a tributary of 
the Missisquoi. With its headwaters in 
Lowell, Vermont, the Missisquoi ex-
tends almost 100 miles, flowing north 
into Quebec, then returning to 
Vermont to flow west before finally 
ending its journey at Lake Champlain. 

As it runs its course through open 
pastoral fields, scenic gorges and na-
tive hardwood forests, the river is a re-
markable example of a northeastern 
ecosystem. It is bordered by the largest 
and perhaps highest quality silver 
maple floodplain forest remaining in 
the State of Vermont. American elm, 
white ash, white oak, and red maple 
are found along its banks. 

The river is home to diverse fish and 
wildlife, including native rainbow and 
brown trout, rare freshwater mussels, 
spiny soft-shell turtles and river otter. 
While on the river’s banks, bobcat, 

white-tailed deer, and moose can some-
times be spotted, and the surrounding 
marshes host large flocks of migratory 
birds. 

In addition to these natural quali-
ties, there are numerous Abenaki In-
dian archeological sites along the 
floodplain. 

And the river is well-known for its 
outstanding recreational opportunities 
as well. It is part of the Northern For-
est Canoe Trail—a historic 740-mile 
water trail through New York, 
Vermont, Quebec, New Hampshire, and 
Maine—and outfitters consider the 
northern part of the river to be the pre-
eminent flat-water paddling spot in 
Vermont. 

It is also renowned for its waterfalls, 
and the Great Falls on the upper river 
is recognized as Vermont’s largest 
undammed waterfall. 

Simply put, this river is a superb il-
lustration of Vermont’s postcard per-
fect national scenery. 

During a hearing on this bill, the ad-
ministration testified in support of the 
bill, but recommended that changes be 
made to clearly specify which seg-
ments should be included in the study, 
as not all of the sections of the river in 
the original bill were appropriate for 
consideration. They recommended 
other technical changes as well. 

The Natural Resources Committee 
amended the bill to respond to those 
recommendations and clarified which 
sections of the river would be studied 
for the wild and scenic attributes. 

Mr. Chairman, H.R. 3667 simply au-
thorizes a study of this river. It is a 
preliminary step, not a final designa-
tion. 

Its enactment would simply trigger a 
process which will allow the National 
Park Service the opportunity to gather 
information from, listen to, and coordi-
nate with State officials and local com-
munities; with farmers, business own-
ers, and river outfitters; and with hunt-
ers, anglers, birders, paddlers, and 
hikers—all those who value this river. 
Only then, after careful consideration 
and with input from all the stake-
holders, will the National Park Service 
provide recommendations to Congress 
about the potential of this river. 

That is all the legislation does. It is 
that simple. Let’s not lose sight of 
what this bill is about. 

I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 
3667. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 

b 1400 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Chairman, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume, and it will be quite awhile. 

Well, Mr. Chairman, here we are in a 
15-day session. We’re now one-fifth of 
the way through our final session be-
fore we end. The Democrat leaders, 
who have set the agenda and run this 
floor for almost 2 years now, have had 
5 weeks in preparation for this day. So 
the first issue of significance, the only 
issue we may have this week that has 
a rule, the most significant piece of 
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